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The writer, Prof. Tahir Mahmood is perhaps right while writing the preface to the first edition where he said,
“Muslims sometimes awfully misuse their personal law, more in sheer ignorance than deliberately for selfish ends, Non Muslims often terribly misunderstand its precepts. The former are unaware, the latter misinformed. Both have to be properly educated. This is indeed an important need of the hour.” 


With above objective Prof. Tahir Mahmood has written a beautiful book on the Muslim Law. The book is broadly divided into thirteen chapters consisting of 219 pages. First chapter deals with status and scope of Muslim Law. Taking into account the legal status of Muslim, the author was right in observing that,
“the Muslim citizens in India have the same constitutional status-legal rights and obligations as the followers of Hinduism and all other locally prevalent religions.”

His view seems to be correct, where he observed,

“Muslim Law is an integral part of the Indian civil law – no less legally valid and socially relevant in any way than the personal law of the majority community.”
Further, he explained the various terminology used to explain the Muslim law and finally comes to the conclusion that Muslim Law is the appropriate word. The second part of the first chapter deal with import, scope and sources of Muslim Law. The foremost source of Muslim Law is the Holy Quran. A great details about holy Quran and all other sources are nicely covered under this part of the book including various legislations passed from 1880 till present. Chapter-two is a chapter which deals with statutory application of Shariat Act. The author has devoted a number of pages to make clear the legal position of Shariat Act nationwise. After a great discussion about application of Shariat Act few pages are reserved for subject of Muslim Law. Whether Muslim Law is only for born Muslims or it also have applicability upon converts and apostates? Few pages are devoted to explain who is a Muslims and entire discussion centred about Muslim by religious beliefs and practices and Muslim by Indian Rulings.
Muslim for a long time remains as Muslim but on the demise of Prophet in 632 AD, on the question of successor of prophet Islam has divided into Ahl-e-Sunnat and the Ahl-e-Tashi i.e., sunnis and shias. Chapter third is a chapter which gives a detail picture of sects and schools of Law. A great detail is given under the chapter covering schools, their legal recognition, and some specific law for some sections. Not only this, but author has also raised a question by saying that, all the personal laws of India other than the Muslim Law are now almost wholly codified but rightly comes to the conclusion that, “the meaningless talk for a uniform civil code will  however, have to be abandoned.”

Among the Muslim nikah, a misaq-e-ghaliz, between a man and a women soliciting each other’s life companionship which in law takes the form of aqd, is the jurisdiction of the chapter four. The chapter is devoted to nature, capacity, form, conditions of marriages including annulment of unlawful marriage in a great details including case laws and enactments, wherever required. The right of the wife to receive and the liability of the husband to make available to her, is maher. Chapter-fifth is a chapter which deals with Marital Rights particularly right of Maher. The chapter is nicely webbed to include what is Maher, amount of Maher, Maher when payable, claim of Maher, remedies for non payment and explained nicely with the help of case laws. Chapter also covered a discussion on the effect of Indian Legislation, i.e. Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, on Maher. The chapter further explained the rules of nafqa under Muslim Law with comparative study under provisions of Cr.P.C. Unlike Hindus, a Muslim wife after her marriage legally retains her independent legal status in every aspect. What are the conjugal rights of Muslim wife is explained in great details with the help of decided cases. Special rights of a Co-wife, unknown to the most of the books of Muslim law is also find a place under this chapter.

V.R. Krishna Iyer, J. observed that “indeed a deeper study of the subject disclose a  surprisingly, rationaty realistic and morden law of divorce.” Chapther sixth deals with divorce. Chapter is divided as basic features, Divorce by wife through Court, Divorce by wife out of Court, Divorce by mutual consent, divorce by husband in great details. The author has nicely woven the appropriate decisions at appropriate places.

Chapter seventh deals with post divorce right of the Muslim divorcees. Chapter is divided into rules of Muslim Law, iddat and remarriage, the unpaid dower, maintenances, dowry Inheritance and effect of Muslim Women Act, 1986, in detail. Chapter eight is totally devoted to the spouse survives. It narrate the effect of death on marriage, observation of Iddat, remarriage, maintenance and succession, deceased wife’s dower, lien, transfer of dower, and finally transferring lien.


Chapter-Ninth is a chapter which takes care of children. It covers the law regarding
(a)    Concept of child including natural and adopted children, adoption by custom  

         etc.,

(b)    Parentage and legitimacy including mother child relation, father child 

         relation, acknowledgement of Paternity, legitimacy and  

         law under Evidence Act.

(c) Minority and Guardianship including majority and Indian legislation,  

      Legislation of guardian, various facets of guardianship, custody and    

      guardianship of person and property.
(d) Maintenance of children under Muslim law and under Cr.P.C. and lastly,
(e) Parent’s maintenances under law of Muslim and Cr.P.C.

Islam gives its followers a modern law of property. Muslim law recognize and provides detailed rules for various forms of disposition of property by its owner including testamentary and intervivos. Chapter Tenth deals exactly with disposition of property covering general principles, forms of disposition, impact of Indian law, legislation on transfer of property in general. Chapter also covers various aspect of Hiba including concept, capacity to make Hiba, capacity to receive Hiba, object of Hiba, form of Hiba, delivery of possession, principles of musha, revocation of gifts, gifts other than Hiba and kinds of Hiba. Chapter also devoted few pages on pre-emption rights.

The substantive laws of Inheritance and wills under the India Succession Act, 1925 do not apply to the Muslim. Chapter eleventh is a chapter dealing with debts and legacies. It is further divided into administration of estate, repayments of debts, wills and legacy.

The Muslim law of property and succession is basically different from the other parallel system in India. Chapter-twelfth centered around the law relating to inheritance covering general rules under Hanafi law, Isna Asharia law and a comparative view of both.


An important social, legal and economic institution recognized and regulated in India by the Muslim law is waqf. Chapter Thirteenth is a chapter dealing with law of waqf, chapter is further divided into nature, characteristics, creation, subject, capacity to create waqf, rights, objects and purpose of waqf including some details for specific waqfs. Last chapter also covers law regarding waqf management.

Along the thirteen chapters book also contain statutory provision given in Kazis Act, 1880 to waqf Act 1995 in appendix. Index to national level Act, Regional level laws, is also given in great details which added the beauty of the book.


The Muslim law of India is a great book by a great author. It is a book useful not only for the students of LLB and LLM but will serve as a source for research scholars. The persons who are of academic taste for them the book is of great use. Since author himself is an authority on Muslim Law, naturally the book is also a great contribution in the field of Muslim Law. It is a book unique in itself. It will serve a great help to understand the Muslim law to all and sundry. The beauty of the book is that it is small but full with all informations.
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