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BOOK REVIEW

Anirudh Prasad, "fof/k'kkL= ds ewy fl)kUr", (Second Edition, 2001) Eastern Book Company, Lucknow, pp. IIV+800, Price Rs. 325.

Jurisprudence being the philosophy as well as the science of law has an extremely wide scope. Discipline of law deals with every aspect of human life, and  society as a whole. It directly concerns with social science, medical, scientific and technological innovations and cyber world. Therefore, the scope of law as well as the subject as jurisprudence inevitably has become extremely vast and significant. It is perhaps this special characteristic of jurisprudence which invites the most exacting remark that "its province has been determined and predetermined, because the nature of the subject is such that, no delineation of its scope can be regarded as final".
 It has been rightly characterised as "lawyer's extraversion".
 Due to this very nature of jurisprudence a large number of jurists and scholars indulge in continuously plunging into deep sea of this discipline of knowledge, but have followed different route and ways and arrived at different islands.

Any attempt to write a text book on jurisprudence is really  a challenging task. The difficulty lies not merely in comprehending the content but also to present the subject matter in a lucid style.  The book under-review is a successful attempt to meet the aforesaid challenges. Transforming the western studies on jurisprudence, presenting their analysis and criticism in Hindi is in itself a commendable job. However, a comparative view of earlier works on the subject in Hindi, would clearly evince the sea-change, in the book under review. Both content-wise, as well as the research oriented methodology adopted, added to the rational analysis and simple and lucid manner of communication makes the book a distinguished one. This feature enhances the value of the book for the jurists-judges, lawyers, scholars and for the new entrants in the discipline of law. The book fills up the vacuum and is valuable response to an urgent need to focus our attention on many significant areas of jurisprudence. It throws light not only on the thought current of western philosophers but also investigates its applicability in Indian scenario. Earlier attempts by Indian legal scholars in Hindi on the subject excelled and vied in following and  applying mechanically the principles of English jurisprudence with all its status quo-oriented and anti-people slant on Indian soil. Black stone, Benthum, Austin, Salmond etc. were last word of their juristic scholarship and refulgence on Indian jurisprudence which was a carbon copy of English jurisprudence. English educated Indian aping western mores and morals  had been anathematic to every thing that was Indian, be its law, language or culture. Accordingly, the obsession of English jural ideals was so great among Indian legal fraternity that it did not bother to look back or around to find out its own indigenous traditional values, ideals and aspirations.   Indian law whether substantive or processual, designated by our colonial rulers, acted as a brake in the way of social transformation and establishing economic justice. Therefore, in free India, there is an imperative need of reorienting Indian legal values and ideals according to the genesis and needs of our society.

The book under review appeared in its first edition in the year 1996 and within a short span the present second edition was to be brought out is in itself the proof of acceptability of the work by the legal fraternity. For a vast majority of graduate and post graduate students of law adopting Hindi medium it has become easy to have access to the complex western concepts through this work. The analysis of recent pronouncement of the Supreme Court, in the light of the view  of western philosophers, is the special feature of the book.  Readers who have gone through both the first and second editions of the book have experienced that the author has tried his best to be true regarding his promises. Moreover, the first edition of the book has received an award from Ministry of Law and Justice, New Delhi. The book under review has discussed the subject thoroughly in thirty two chapters. First ten chapters examine thoughts of  various schools and different jurists. Chapters eleven to nineteen deal with the concept of State and Law whereas chapters twenty to twenty six investigate various sources of law. The rest of the chapters i.e. from chapter twenty seven to thirty two throw light on the legal concepts. The book deserves special appreciation because a new chapter of interpretation has been devoted to examine the judicial trend in India while interpreting the provisions of laws. Mentioning special incidents of national and international level at appropriate places in order to examine social changes visible in India vis-a-vis the western world makes the book more interesting and enlightening.

The Supreme Court of India in Catena of cases has opened new vistas by laying down new propositions in some of its recent pronouncements like The People's Union For Civil Liberties v. Union of India
, Apparel Export Promotion Council v. A.K. Chopra
 and Githa Hariharan v. Reserve Bank of India
 on the point of international treaties as sources of law. The observations of the Supreme Court of India in State of Punjab v. Ramlubhaya
, Mr. X. v. Z Hospital
 on the point of rights and duties, In Re, Vinay Chandra Mishra
, Supreme Court Bar Association v. Union of India
, M.I. Builders Pvt. Ltd. v. Radhey Shyam Sahu
 and Common Cause, A Registered Society v. Union of India
 on the point of justice according to law and Siromani Gurdwara Prabhandhak Committee v. Som Nath Dass
 deserve  special attention. The author has made the book under review relevant by discussing above cases in full length in his second edition.

However, the book has certain shortcoming as at places the language and sentences become unduly large to be intelligible by the newcomers. But here the author has to come across an extremely daunting task to present the western theories in simple language. As matter of fact, the demand of the subject  is that views of jurists have to be understood in their original forms. Some inconsistencies are also visible at some places in the book under review for example Hart's view has been quoted that "consenting homosexuality between males in closed room is private morality and not harmful for others"
 and at the other place in the same chapter, Hart has been quoted as propounding the view that homosexuality amongst young people should be prevented on the basis of the principle of State paternalism.

The significance of the book lies in the fact that the author sets the ball rolling in the right direction by providing not only the basic information regarding jurisprudence but also making a critical and valuable evaluation alongwith deep insight into new emerging dimensions of the subject. The author as well as the publisher deserve congratulations for bringing out such a text book on jurisprudence which fulfills a vacuum of a worthy text books on the subject in Hindi language.

In the end, the reader would appreciate the gigantic task of putting the whole sea into small vessel (xkxj esa lkxj). There is no doubt that the book under review is an extremely valuable contribution towards the enrichment of Hindi legal literature.
Dr. Ajai Kumar*
(
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