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M.PHIL. IN SUBALTERN STUDIES

CENTRE FOR STUDY OF SOCIAL EXCLUSION AND INCLUSIVE POLICY

BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY

Distribution of marks/credits to the proposed syllabus of one year course of M.Phil in Subaltern studies 

SEMESTER-I


Compulsory Paper                                                             Marks                  
      
     Credits  

Paper – I: Understanding Social Exclusion             

100       



4                                                                               

Paper – II: Subaltern Methodology  



100




4

Paper – III: Peasantry and Subaltern Studies 

100




4 








           
  Total Marks: 300            
             Total Credits: 12     
SEMESTER-II    

Optional (Elective papers: Any one of the following groups)

Paper –IV

Group – A





          Marks 

    

     Credits 

(a) Gender and Subaltern Studies 



50




2

(b) Minority and Subaltern Studies 



50




2

   
Total Marks: 100


Total Credits: 04

Paper – IV

Group – B





          Marks 

    

     Credits 

(a) Scheduled caste and Subaltern Studies


50




2

(b) Tribes and Subaltern Studies 



50




2

Total Marks: 100


Total Credits: 04

Marks 

    

     Credits 

Dissertation 






100




4
Viva – Voice Examination 




100




4
Grand Total Marks 






600

Grand Total Credits 






24
Grading would be done on the basis of performance in each paper in the following areas-







                                      

Marks
Book Reviews                                                                              

10 

Assignment followed by viva                                                    

10                              

Paper Presentation                                                                    

10

Written Examination                                                                    

70 

ONE YEAR M. PHIL PROGRAMME IN SUBALTERN STUDIES                                          

As per the UGC guidelines and considering the applied relevance of the course, Centre for the Study of Social Exclusion and Inclusive Politics, BHU proposes one year M. Phil Programme in Subaltern Studies to train and prepare students for enhancing their skills to understand the issues related to socially excluded and marginalized groups and develop strategies to deal with these issues successfully.

Detailed Syllabus 
SEMESTER – I

Paper –I: Understanding Social Exclusion

Objectives: 

The rationale behind introducing this   paper is to familiarize students about the   basic concepts and theories related to social exclusion from social science perspective. The focus will be on western as well as the Indian school of thoughts.
Unit – I

Basic concepts 

Exclusion, Inequality, Humiliation, Hegemony, Alienation, Discrimination

Social Structure and Exclusion, Freedom  

Unit-II: Discourse on subaltern perspectives
Subaltern studies: Deconstructing historiography 
Unit – III: Approaches to Understanding Indian Society
Dialectical, Ethnographic, colonial historiography, Marxist, Subaltern 
Unit – IV: Colonial social science and Indian ethno Landscape 
Orientalist interpretation of Indian caste, culture and history; Linguistic survey; Cataloguing of people groups through census and administrative reports; Colonial legislation and affirmative action; Rise of regionalism and Dravidian nationalism; Aligarh movement.

Suggested Readings

1. Ranjit Guha (Ed.) Writings on South Asian History and Society, Subaltern Studies, Volume I-VI, Oxford University Press 
2. Partha Chatterjee and Gyanendra Pandey (Ed.), 1992 Writings on South Asian History and Society, Subaltern Studies, Volume VII Oxford University Press 

3. David Arnold and David Hardiman (Ed.), 1994 Essays in honour of Ranajit Guha, Subaltern Studies, Volume VIII Oxford University Press

4. Shahid Amin and Dipesch Chakarabarty (Ed.) 1996 Writings on South Asian History and Society, Subaltern Studies, Volume IX Oxford University Press
5. Gautam Bhadra, Gyan Prakash and Susie Tharu (Eds) 1999 Writings on South Asian History and Society, Subaltern Studies, Volume X Oxford University Press 

6. Partha Chatterjee and Pradeep Jeganathan (Ed) 2000 Community Gender and Violence (Subaltern Studies XI), Ravi Dayal Publisher

7. Shail Mayaram, M.S.S. Pandey and Ajay Skaria (Ed.) 2005 Muslims Dalits and the fabrications of history, Subaltern Studies XII, Ravi Dayal Publisher  
8. Perspective on Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy, S.K.Thorat and Narendra Kumar, OUP, 2008

9. Thus Spoke Ambedkar, Ed. by Bhagwan Das, Volume I, Dalit Today Prakashan, Lucknow.

10. The Untouchable- Subordination, Poverty and the State in Modern India, Oliver Mendelshon and Marika Vicziany, Cambridge.

11. Dalit at The Crossroads Their Struggle Past and Present, A Padma Naban, Poomugar Pathi Pagan , Madras, 1996.

12. Religion in South Asia, G.A. Oddie, Manohar Publisher.

13. Ambedkar on Buddhist Conversion and Its Impact, Ed. Prof. Sanghasen Singh, 1990, Easter Book Linkers, Delhi.

14. B.R. Ambedkar- His relevance today, J.S. Narayan Rao, Gyan Publishing House,  New Delhi, 1984.

15. From Untouchable to Dalit: Essay on Ambedkar Movement, Eleonar Xelliot, Manohar Publishers, 1992.

16. Social Justice and The Undone Vast, Justice V.R Krishna Iyer, B.R. publishing Corporation, Delhi, 1991

Paper – II: Subaltern Methodology 
Objective

This paper is mainly concerned with acquainting the students with the subaltern perspective on research methodology.  It also critically analyses by the limitations of available perspectives on research methodology.
A. Basic concepts in research methodology 

B. Philosophical discourses in research methodology and subaltern critique 
i. Colonial Historiography 
ii. Marxist method

iii. Ethnography 

iv. Micro theory and method  

v. Subaltern critique 
Suggested Readings
1. Kuhn, Thomas S.1970. “The Structure of Scientific Revolution”, University of Chicago Press, Chicago.

2. Schutz, Alfred, 1970, “Phenomenology and Social Relations”, Selected Writings, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, pp. (72-78)

3. Luckmann, Thomas (ed.) 1978, “Phenomenology and Social Relations”, Selected Readings, Middlesex: Penguin Books, (chaps: 1, 12, and 17).

4. Garfinkel, Harold, 1984, “Studies in Ethnomethodology”, Cambridge, Polity Press,

 (chap.1, 2).

5. E, Gellner, 1985, “Relativism and Social Science”, Cambridge University Press, London.

6. Popper, K.R, 1959, “The Logic of Scientific Discovery”, Hutchinson, London.

7. Srinivas, M.N, et.al. 1979, “The Field Worker and the Field”, Delhi: Oxford University Press.

8. Goode, W.J. P. K. Hatt, 1952, “Methods in Social Research”, New York: Mc Graw Hill Book cal.

9. Brymar, Alan, 1990, “Quantitative Data Analysis for Social Sciences”. London: Routledge.

 10. Atkinson, Paul, 1983, “Ethnography: Principles in Practice”, Tavistock Publications

 11. Beiley, Kenneth, d.1978, “Methods of Social Research”. New York: the Free Press.

 12. Madan, T.N. and Andre Betelle, 1975, “Encounter and Experience”, New Delhi: Vikas

 13. Mukherji, P.N (Ed). 2000. “Methodology in Social Research: Dilemmas and Perspectives. 

      New Delhi: SAGE.

14. David Arnold and David Hardiman (Ed.), 1994 Essays in honour of Ranajit Guha, Subaltern Studies, Volume VIII Oxford University Press

Paper – III: Peasantry and Subaltern Studies
· Subaltern studies: Capital, class and community  
· Agrarian structures and relations

· Modes of power and peasantry

· Peasant movement and Indian Nationalism 
Suggested Readings 

1. Ranjit Guha (Ed.) Writings on South Asian History and Society, Subaltern Studies, Volume I-VI, Oxford University Press
2. D.N. Dhanagare, The Moplah Rebellions, in Peasant movements in India 1920-1950 (New Delhi), Oxford Univeristy Press, 1983-1994).

3. Ranjit Guha, A role of property for Bengal: An essay on the idea of permanent settlement (New Delhi: Orient Langman, 1982).

4. K.N. Panikkar, Against lord and state: Religion and Peasant uprisings in Malabar, 1836-1921 (New Delhi), Oxford University Press.

Semester – II

Paper – IV: Group (A)

(a) Gender and Subaltern Studies 

Objectives 

· To examine gender as a major organizing principle of contemporary social life and explore the ways that gender intersects with other important lines of social differentiation, such as caste, ethnicity, social class, sexuality, and nationality.

· To explore diverse theories and concepts that address issues of gender differentiation and gender inequality.

· To explain the ways in which gender influences social life and social organization within major social institutions such as family, the workplace, religion and politics.

· To emphasize the sources and structures of these inequalities, possible alternatives to them, and possible mans of transforming these structures.

Note: Although the primary emphasis will be on contemporary Indian society, we can attend to ways in which contemporary gender relations in India are similar to, and different from, those in other regions and eras.

Unit-I:  Contextualizing Gender 

Conceptual understanding: gender, sex, Inequality, Dependence, Subordination, exploitation, oppression and Exclusion, gender parity approach 
Multiple discriminations within the gender paradigm – refugee women, minority, Dalit, women with disability, gender and ageing, lesbianism

Roots of Oppression: Feminist theoretical formulations (Liberal, Radical, Marxist, Psycho-analytic, Post- modernist, Eco- feminist)

Unit- II: Gendered Social Formations; Power, Representation and Participation in Public Sphere 

Social Structure and Gender; Reproduction, Sexuality and cultural Ideologies

Gender at the Intersection of Caste, Class and Religion

Historical orientations in Women’s movements - global, national and local

Women’s participation in mass politics, local government bodies and civil society organizations

Issues of Disempowerment, Displacement and Disability 

Unit-III: Work, Workplace and the Household 

‘Invisibility’ of women’s work
 Sexual division of labour 

 Dual Burden

 Women as supplementary earners 

‘Flexitime’/Feminization of poverty
Unit-IV: Legal remedies and Inclusive Policy 

Legal issues and Inclusive Policies
Women in the Panchayat 

Women in the Organized Sector 

Women in the unorganized sector

Suggested Reading 

1. Gail Omvedt. “Peasants, Dalits, and Women: Democracy and India’s New Social Movements”. Journal of Contemporary Asia, 24, No. 1: 35-8. 1994

2. Kumkum Sangari & U. Chakravarti (Eds.) from Myths to Markets: Essays on Gender. IIAS & Manohar 2001.

3. Uma Chakravarti. Gendering Caste. Stree, Kolkata 2003.

4. Sharmila Rege. Writing Caste / Writing Gender: Reading Dalit Women’s Testimonies. Zubaan, 2006.

5. Nivedita Menon. Gender and Politics in India, OUP 1999.

6. Nilima Chikopekar. Invoking the Goddess: Gender Politics in India Religion.  Shakti Books, Delhi 2002 (K. Roy’s article on goddesses in Rg Veda etc.)

7. Rosemarie Tong. Feminist Thought. West view Press, 1989.

8. Karin Kapadia (Ed.) The Violence of Development: The Politics of identity, Gender and Social Inequalities in India. Kali for Women 2002

9. Agarwal Bina (ed.) (1988) Structures of Patriarchy. Kali for Women,    NewDelhi.

10. Agarwal, Bina (1994) Field of one’s own; Gender and Land Right in South  Asia. OUP

11. Ghadially Rehana (ed.) (1988) Women in India Society. Sage Publication, New Delhi.

12. Kapur Ratna (1996) Subversive Sites: Feminist Engagements with Law in India. Sage Publication, New Delhi

(b) Minority and Subaltern Studies 

Unit – I: Minority concepts, Forms and Meaning 

Numerical inferiority, Political relationship – states and self, Minorities and democracy 

Unit – II: Minorities in a Multicultural Society

Muslims in West Asia, Christian in Indonesia and Muslim in China, Blacks and Hispanics in America Linguistic and Ethic Tamils and Muslims in Sri Lanka, Kurds in Turkey and Tibetans in China.

Unit – III: Minorities in India: Then and now   
Religious, Ethic and Linguistic; Socio – Economic profit of minorities in India.

Unit – IV: Cultural Diversity and Minority Rights

Political participation, resistance, representation; challenge to National Integration, Minorities and Human Rights violation – Role of the State and International Agencies.

Suggested Readings
1. T.N. Madam, Secularism in its place. Journal of Asian Studies, Feb. 1988
2. Ashis Nandy An Annu Secularist Manifesto

3. Patricia Uberoi, Unity in Diversity: Dilemmas of Nationhood in Indian Calendar Art., Contributions to Indian Sociology (n.s.), 36:1-2 (2002) p. 1991-232.  

4. Sudhir Chandra, The Oppressive Present: Literature and Social Consciousness in colonial India (New Delhi): Oxford University Press (1992) p. 123.

5. Sudhir Chandra, Communal consciousness in late 19th century hindi literature, in Mushirul Hasan, ed., Communal and Pan-Islamic Trends in Colonial India (Delhi: Manohat, 1981) p. 173.

6. Alok Rai, Hindi Nationalism (New Delhi) Orient Langman, 2001.
7. K.N. Panikkar, Against lord and state: Religion and Peasant uprisings in Malabar, 1836-1921 (New Delhi), Oxford University Press.

Paper – IV: Group – B

(a) Scheduled caste and Subaltern studies 

 Objective: 

This paper will bring some of the significant and social science perspectives on schedule caste in India to the students. It will also familiarise the students with the structural and cultural factors which have made caste hegemonic historically.

Unit – I: Philosophical and Social Science Perspectives on Caste

Perspectives on Caste System- Indological, Social Anthropological and Sociological; Structural and Cultural Concepts of Caste, Theories of Caste System
Untouchability: Historical, Social Roots and Dysfunctions

Caste Conflicts; Changing Structure of Caste

Unit- II: Caste System and Practice of Exclusion: 

Analysis of Various Indian Experiences and Studies Conducted by Social Scientists.

Unit – III: Caste and Economic Inequality

Economic Theory and evidence: neo-classical, Marxian, and Ambedkar’s view; Poor access to 

Cultivable Land and Capital, Disparity in Employment and Wage Rates.

Empirical studies on Caste and Deprivations in India with special reference to Land, Labour, Education, SC/ST based market exclusion

Contemporary Emerging Issues

Unit – IV: Resistance and Assertions 

Language of Dalit-Bahujan Political Discourse, Dalit Movements and Identity formation: Protest, Reform, Sub nationalism, Nativism, Ideologies of Gandhi, Phule, Periyar, Ambedkar, and Lohia Theorizing Dalit Politics, Development of Political Consciousness and Electoral Mobilization, Participation.

Debates on the Issue of Reservation Policy

Structure, language, and literature of Dalits

Suggested Readings
1. Charsley, S.R. and Karanth, G.K. (Eds.), 1998, “Challenging Untouchability”, Delhi: Sage

2. Gore, M.S., 1993, “The Social Context of an Ideology: The Social and Political Thoughts of Babasaheb Ambedkar”, New Delhi; Sage

3. Gandhi, M.K.(1936) Harijan, Vol.IV.Dec 19 -1937. Harijan, Vol.IV Jan.9

4. Mayaram, S. 2004, “Against History, Against State: Counter Perspectives from Margins, New Delhi: Orient Longman.

5. Omvedt, Gail, 1995, “Dalit Visions: the Anti-Caste movement and the construction of An Indian Identity, New Delhi: Orient Longman.

6. Omvedt, Gail, 1999, “Dalits and the Democratic Revolution”, New Delhi: Sage

7. Oommen, T.K. 1990, “Protest and Change: Studies in Social Movements, Delhi: Sage
8. Hutton, J.H. (1961). Caste in India: Its nature, function and origins, Third editions Bombay: Oxford University

9. Gould, Harold, 1987, “The Hindu Caste system”, Delhi: Chanakya Publication

10. Gould, Harold, 1988, “Caste Adoption in Modernising Indian Society”, Delhi: Chanakya                                           Publication

(b) Tribes and Subaltern Studies 

The basic objective of introducing this paper is to familiarize the students about the tribes (as an excluded group), their culture, tradition, unique composition and distribution etc. (special reference to Indian context).Along with this, the students will also read why such community are isolated in the mainstream of the society and what are the inclusive policy made by the government to make them a part of development process.

Unit – I: Tribes in India and their socio –cultural profile 

The concept of tribe, tribe and caste, demographic profile: habitat, distribution and concentration of tribal people, ethnic and cultural diversity, characteristics features of tribal society, tribal languages, folklore, cultural tradition.

Marriage, Family, Kinship Practices and Terminology

Unit – II: Tribal problems and Tribal Movements in India

Identifying tribes, genesis and historical roots of tribal problems, regional variations and varieties of tribal problems, modernization and the changing tribal scenario, development, displacement and rehabilitation.

Aboriginal movement against aboriginal people’s right, tribals revolts against colonialism, ethno national movement in post independence era, movement for inclusion in the category of scheduled tribes, varieties of tribal resistance and struggles.

Unit – III: Tribal Policies, Welfare Measures and Development Strategies 

Segregation, assimilation and integration policies, welfare measures in post independence era, tribal development programmes and their assessments.

Unit – IV: Tribal India in Transition 

Acculturation, religious conversions, transition in education, health, economy, polity and gender dimensions.

Suggested Readings:

1. Dube, S.C.1977, “Tribal Heritage of India”, viash, New Delhi

2. Bose, N.K, 1967, “Culture and Society in India”, Asia publishing house

3. Desai, A.R.1979, “Peasant struggles in India”, oxford university press, Bombay.

4. Haimendorf, Christophvon: 1982,”Tribes of India: The Struggles for Survival”, Oxford University Press

5. Rao, M.S.A, 1979, “Social Movements in India”, Manohar; Delhi

6. Raza, Moonis and Aahmad.199, “An Atlas of Tribal India”, Concept Publishing, Delhi

7. Shara, Suresh, 1994; Tribal Identity and Modern World, Sage, New Delhi

8. Singh, S.K, 1972, “Tribal Situation in India”, Indian Institute of Advance Studies.

9. Edward W Soja, 1989, “Postmodern Geography: The Reassertion of Critical Social Theory”, Blackwell.

10. Gadgil, Madhav and Ramchandra Guha, 1996, “Ecology and Equity: The Use and Abuse of Nature in Contemporary India, New Delhi, OUP.

11. Nayar, K R, 1998, “Ecology and Health: A System Approach”, New Delhi, APH Publishing Corporation.

12. Fox, Robin, 1967, “Kinship and Marriage: An Anthropological Perspective”, Harmondsworth: Penguin Books ltd.
Dissertation and viva-voice examination

Each student is required to submit his/her dissertation under the supervision of a teacher in the II semester only. In special case, the candidate may be allowed one extra semester for submission of his/her dissertation.  The centre may consider the application of such students for extra time in order to complete their dissertations.
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